
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: In Depth: “A Summer at the Movies” is the name of our current sermon series, which has been 
designed to encourage us to examine God’s Truth as revealed in the Bible and as experienced on the Big 
Screen. Today’s sermon, “A Dangerous Thing,” is the fourth in the series and has been inspired by the 1994 
drama “Shawshank Redemption.”  You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday: 
      9:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship
    10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
    11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship
      5:00 p.m.  Youth Volleyball- Sonic on
                         Judge Ely               
Monday:       
       7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts  
Wednesday:
      7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week: A Summer at 
the Movies
continues 

next Sunday 
with...

Connections: Cultivating a Culture of Hospitality
     For many of us, church is our home, our 
family and our source of comfort. When 
we step into the doors, a sense of relief 
washes over us, and walking through the 
halls means seeing several familiar faces 
and friends. These are all beautiful things. 
I think church should be a place where we 
connect with friends and feel comfortable. 
However, if we are not careful, I fear that 
church can become too comfortable and 
turn into just another social event on our 

calendars, when we show up but we are not present. I have been guilty of this. My hope is that we as a 
church family would continue to work toward building a culture of hospitality by showing up with the 
intention to step outside of our comfort zones, meet new people and deepen our relationship with others. 
Not everyone is outgoing or extroverted, but the good news is that hospitality does not require either of 
these attributes. As Pastor Steve says, “The best we have to offer is our own transforming selves.” So meet 
someone new today, have an intentional conversation and practice hospitality. I dare you!
                                                                                                                                                                — Jessica Watson



Children’s Ministry: Summer Camp!
   We are blessed here at Aldersgate to have 
a wonderful camp nearby in Camp Butman 
at Merkel. Several groups of kids already 
have gone to camp this summer. The 
middle school students went during the 
first week of summer, followed by the high 
school students and young elementary kids 
the next week. The older elementary kids 
will go to camp in July.
   Camp is a wonderful place in which to 
grow deeper in faith and form lasting 
friendships with others from church. 
Campers meet other kids from all over our 
conference, as well, and hopefully see those 
same kids year after year at camp. 
     Camp is part of the  ministry of our Mission Task Force members, as they allocate your Faith Promise 
gifts to provide scholarships for all the students attending Aldersgate. The parents sincerely appreciate this 
support! Please pray that all the kids who attend camp will continue to grow in their relationship with Jesus.           
                                                                                                                                                                — Alayna Brooks

     Tonight,  on Sunday, June 26, the youth will meet at the Sonic on Judge Ely from 5-7 p.m. to play 
volleyball! If you would like to eat or get a drink, be sure to bring money. The Youth Group will not meet 
next week, Sunday, July 3, because many of our youth will be at Camp Eagle.
     We will go to Camp Eagle during July 1-4. Spots are filling up, and you definitely don’t want to miss 

this amazing opportunity to grow in your 
relationship with God and with each other. 
The last day to sign up is TODAY, Sunday, 
June 26! Contact me at (325) 370-5223 or 
youth@aldersgateabilene.org if you have any 
questions about signing up or about Camp 
Eagle.
  Our mission trip for students in High 
School is quickly approaching. The  deadline 
to sign up is Wednesday, July 6. If you have 
questions about this trip, please let me know. 
    Summer is moving quickly! Don’t miss out 
on all the great things the Aldersgate Youth 
are doing!  — Daniel Mathis            

Youth Ministry: Upcoming Fun Things to Do!



A SUMMER AT THE MOVIES: 
A Dangerous Thing from Shawshank Redemption

Luke 18:35-43
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

 
Hope: the victim of suffering. 

 
Jesus asks a question intended to draw out the hope we have buried deep within our souls. 

 
Consider your response to Jesus’ question, “What do you want me to do for you?”

 
“Hope is a dangerous thing.” - Red



    I would like to invite you to pray for a mission team 
from McMurry University, which is leaving for 
India tomorrow, Monday, June 27. You may know 
a number of the team members: Dr. Mark Waters, 
Carly Payne, Jack Payne, Rebecca Williams, Rachel 
Parr, Tereza Sliter, Grace Abbott, Nicole Lehman 
and Brett Banks. The students have worked very 
hard all year to raise money and support for their 
trip, and I am sure they are extremely thrilled to 
be heading to India tomorrow. (The photo to the 
left was taken on last year’s McMurry mission trip 
to India at a children’s home where they worked.) 
The team will spend three days working with 
Habitat for Humanity, while also spending time at 
St. Stephen’s Hospital, St. Stephen’s College and St. 
Stephen’s Community Center. Over the course of 
the trip, the team will have the privilege of seeing 
the Taj Mahal, as well. Even though this trip has 
a completely different destination and itinerary 
than previous McMurry trips to India, I have no 
doubt that these students will have an incredible 
experience as they serve with and learn from the 

residents (including other college students) of Delhi. These mission experiences always prove to stretch 
the worldview of students while also challenging their faith in and imagination of God’s redeeming work. 
Please join me in praying for their trip: for safety during travel, for their awareness of God’s grace at work 
through them, and for their own personal transformation into the people who God is creating them to be. 
                                                                                                                                                                    — Kyle Watson

McMurry in Motion: India

Staff Update: K.B. Woods
    On behalf of the Aldersgate community, I am saddened to announce the 
resignation of K.B. Woods as our Financial Officer (K.B. is shown at the right  
with her family...Syd, Mason and Morgan.) K.B. has been an integral team 
member in the managing of the Aldersgate staff budget for the past five years 
and has received outstanding audit reviews during the past few years. She has 
worked tirelessly and faithfully with the Aldersgate Acaademy, as well. She 
will be leaving Aldersgate  on July 1, 2016 to begin a new position at Davis, 
Kindard & Co, PC as a staff accountant. Please stop by the office during the 
next week and thank K.B. for all of the work that she has provided to the 
Aldersgate community. We wish her the best in all of her new endeavors. 
                          — Brad Hicks, Chair of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee   
                                                                                                                                                   



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.
Prayers

Gifts 

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Rosalee Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala
Charles Dortch

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson
Delores Wilson
Billie Langston
Judy English

Presence                              6.19.2016

Budget for 2016 = $777,000
Received This Week = $8, 849.25
Received This Month-to-Date = $37,215.08
Received Year-to-Date = $361,635.91
2016 Faith Promise Pledge = $38,312.00
2016 Faith Promise Contributions = $24,019.96

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Charles Myrick
Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Kay Burkhart
Billy & Jennifer Butler
Mary Meadows

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Mary Chavez Lust

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. 
To learn more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 174
11: a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 125

Total Worship Service Attendance = 299
Sunday School = 168



In the World
by Pastor Amy

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your e-mail inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the Bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

June 26: 
June 27: 
June 28:
June 29:
June 30: 
July 1:

July 2: 

  Daily Readings
Jeremiah 37-39, Psalm 23
Jeremiah 40-44, Psalm 24
Jeremiah 45-48, Psalm 25
Jeremiah 49-50, Psalm 26
Jeremiah 51-52, Psalm 27
Lamentations 1-2,
Psalm 28,
Video: Lamentations
Lamentations 3, Psalm 29

   Last week, we examined part of Romans 8 as 
we considered the themes of the 2011 film We 
Bought a Zoo.
 In Romans 8, the apostle Paul asks the 

question: If God is for us, who can be against us? In We Bought a 
Zoo, when people wonder why Benjamin Mee would take such a 
risk as buying a zoo without any zoo-keeping experience, he asks 
the question: Why not?
   As we discussed last week, these questions are not dissimilar 
because the knowledge that our God loves us and intercedes for us 
grounds us in our faith in a way that gives us the courage to take 
some risks, trusting that God is at work.
    Truth be told, every time we serve another person, we take a 
risk. Every time we offer ourselves and our time and our abilities 
to do something kind for someone without expecting anything in 
return, we are risking that our efforts will not be received the way 
that we hope. We are risking being misunderstood. We are risking 
rejection.
    Regardless of how our service is received by the intended recipient, 
our God receives it with joy. Because when we risk in this way, we 
show that we trust God to be at work in the situation and in the 
lives of everyone involved, even if that work is not clear to us at the 
moment.
   Growing in our faith in this way is part of becoming a deeply 
devoted disciple of Jesus, which is our mission here at Aldersgate. It’s 
also why we offer so many opportunities to serve within the church 
and within the greater community.
      So, I want to invite you today to take a risk, particularly concerning 
the four areas in what we call our local mission field: McMurry 
University, Bowie Elementary School, Aldersgate Academy and 
Our Neighborhood/Open Door Community Garden. In all the 
ways that we serve in these areas, we seek to form relationships with 
the people in our community to shine a light on God’s work in our 
little section of Abilene, Texas (and around the city, state, country 
and world!).
   Our staff members are ready to help you connect and serve in any 
of these four areas (and more!). So please feel free to indicate your 
interest in serving on the back of your Welcome Card or by calling 
the church office at (325) 672-7983. Believe me, it is worth the risk! 
Grace and Peace.


